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BILLFISH 15000 TOURNAMENT

In the past years we have relied on various sponsors to support us by means of an advertisement in our annual magazine / folder, cash sponsorships, sponsorships towards TV coverage or some of their products as prizes.  In the light of the Tournament’s past success, we kindly ask for your support towards the tournament as we celebrate 21 years of the Billfish 15000.
During the week of 12 - 16 November 2007, the 21ST Annual Billfish 15000 Tournament will be hosted by Dorado Ski Boat Club at Sodwana Bay in KZN.  This is the biggest event of its kind, and we have had participating teams from Finland, Whales, Italy, Australia, England, Zimbabwe, Azores, Finland, Namibia and Swaziland.  The tournament program consists out of registration (where every angler receives a gift hamper with sponsored oil, stickers for the boats, T-shirts, caps, glasses, artificial lures, tournament magazine / folder etc.), a grand opening function (all functions are held in a 25 x 50mtr marquee tent), fishing (Monday - Friday from first light - 15h00), daily weigh-in and happy hour and a spectacular prize-giving function on the Friday evening.  

This tournament has a unique point system in place.  Thereby they determine their winners, but also encourage (almost enforcing) conservation through tag and release.  The minimum weight of a billfish must exceed 100kg to qualify for weigh-in.  The biggest billfish caught in the history of the tournament was a Black Marlin of 375kg caught of the boat Mitsufishi in the 2000 tournament.  The Billfish 15000 actively contributes towards research by assisting O.R.I in collecting pictorial fin samples or T&R cards of every billfish that is released.  They also generously contribute financially towards KZN Wildlife for conservation and development.  
In 1987 the first Billfish 15000 took place and had 60 Boats competing for R15 000.  In the 2000 tournament, 179 boats competed for prizes (Cash, Big Bangers etc.) to the value of R1.5 Million. There was one important difference apart from the major increase in the value of the prizes and the number of participants, and that was the number of billfish released.  In 1987 virtually no billfish were released.  The current average ratio is 5:1.  Five billfish released for every billfish weighed. 

Interesting Statistics 1987 - 2006
Number of anglers that participated
 7148   anglers

Number of boats that participates
 1884      boats

Man-hours fished for billfish
292010     hours

Fuel consumed by boats only (excl. Vehicles)
           1 500 920       litres

Committee hours to organize these tournaments
 30047     hours

Boats with Yamaha motors







78 %
The tournament is limited to 80 boats and works on an invitation-only-basis.  The Billfish 15000 organizing committee scrutinizes every entry to ensure that only the best of the best compete in this prestigious event.  During the 2006 tournament 1 Marlin were caught and weighed and 13 Billfish were released.  
The boat Magnum (Skipper Reghard Scott) won the tournament with 331 points (releasing 2 X Marlin). They won R80 000.00 cash (sponsored by TOYOTA & MAKSAL COPPER TUBES), 17 Nights  (10 days (2days of charter fishing) for the crew & their spouses in Sardinia, Italy,  (7 nights in Cecilia, Italy –with fishing) prizes from TRAUTECH, PERTEC, WARN and other prizes. Aphrodite (Skipper Casper Walker) came second with 327.6 points (boat 1 x Billfish).  They won a 16FT “C”CAT CENTRE CONSOLE with 2 X 40 HP YAMAHA MOTORS (sponsored by YAMAHA, TRUCKS & NISSAN DIESEL SA), prizes from Lorreta Fishing Charters and many more. Quick Silver (Skipper Trevor Dubber) came third with 135 points (releasing 1 x Marlin).  They won prizes sponsored by PENN, DAELIAN ENGINEERING, POTCH MARINE and McGEE & COMPANY.  
The Billfish 15000 committee was most pleased to welcome all our sponsors.  We  displayed banners in the marquee tent on every occasion and ensured that every angler were introduced to the sponsors and their product by including it in their gift hampers at registration and adding it to the daily skins prizes for continuous exposure. They can then use every opportunity to introduce/demonstrate/promote products to the fullest as the Billfish 15000 can offer a concentrated target market at their disposal for 6 consecutive days.  We believe that the future could hold exciting prospects for both sponsor and the Billfish 15000, as sponsorship aids in the Billfish 15000's strive towards conservation through tag & release. Through sponsoring this tournament, sponsors actively contribute towards conservation, research and development.    Deep Sea Angling is known to be an expensive sport.  The vast majority of the participants consists out of business owners, doctors, lawyers, managers and other people of profession - but whether employer or employee - they all share the same passion TO FISH THE OCEAN AND TO CONSERVE FOR THE NEXT GENERATION.

God - The Giver of all good things gave us domain over things on earth.  We now pray for wisdom and reverence, so to use the resources of nature, that no one may suffer from our abuse of them and that generations yet to come may praise Him for His bounty. 

Yours truly

JOHAN  BURGER  
(Tournament Director)

Cell: 082 821 2393










