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Dear Sir,

RE: BILLFISH 15000 TOURNAMENT - 2007
Another year has passed, and it is with great pleasure to announce our 21st Billfish 15000.

During the week of 12 - 16 November 2007, Dorado Ski Boat Club at Sodwana Bay in KZN will host the 21st Annual Billfish 15000 Tournament.  This is the biggest event of its kind in the world, and we have had participating teams from Finland, Whales, Italy, Australia, England, Zimbabwe, Azores, Namibia and Swaziland.  The tournament program consists out of registration (where every angler receives a hamper with T-shirts, caps, glasses, folder etc.), a grand opening function (all functions are held in a 25 x 50mtr marquee tent), fishing (Monday - Friday from first light - 15h00), daily weigh-in and happy hour and a spectacular prize-giving function on the Friday evening.  

In the past years we have relied on various sponsors to support us be means of buying an advertisement in our annual folder/magazine, cash sponsorships or some of their products as prizes.  In the light of the Tournament’s past success, we kindly ask for your support towards the Billfish 15000.

This tournament has a unique point system in place.  Thereby they determine their winners, but also encourage (almost enforcing) conservation through tag and release.  The minimum weight of a billfish must exceed 100kg to qualify for weigh-in.  The biggest billfish caught in the history of the tournament was a Black Marlin of 375kg caught of the boat Mitsufishi in the 2000 tournament.  The Billfish 15000 actively contributes towards research by assisting O.R.I in collecting pictorial fin samples or T&R cards of every billfish that is released.  They also generously contribute financially towards KZN Wildlife for conservation and development.  

In 1987 the first Billfish 15000 took place and had 60 Boats competing for R15 000.  In the 2000 tournament, 179 boats competed for prizes (Cash, Big Bangers etc.) to the value of R1.5 Million. There was one important difference apart from the major increase in the value of the prizes and the number of participants, and that was the number of billfish released.  In 1987 virtually no billfish were released.  The current average ratio is 5:1.  Five billfish released for every billfish weighed. 

Interesting Statistics 1987 - 2006
Number of anglers that participated
 7148   anglers

Number of boats that participated
 1884      boats

Man-hours fished for billfish
292010     hours

Fuel consumed by boats only (excl. Vehicles)
 1 500920      litres

Committee hours to organize these tournaments
 30047     hours

Dorado Ski-Boat Club has great pleasure in inviting your team to participate in this very special 21st Billfish 15000 Tournament to be held from the 12th to the 16th November 2007 at Sodwana Bay.

Prizes will be allocated to the boats with the most points.  Only the first 80 fully paid up boats will be entered in the competition.  We are limited to the number of boats.  Enter now to avoid disappointment. Entry fees will be R4500 (Four Thousand Five Hundred Rand) per boat and is non-refundable.  Non- anglers at a cost of R200 (Two Hundred Rand) per person to participate in the evening events and happy hours.  

Please note:  Should you enter after the closing date of entries no guarantee could be given that you will receive the correct shirt size you have ordered. 
We will bring you updates via E-mail or Fax as to the progress of the competition, including prizes up for grabs.  Please ensure that you include your correct E-mail address or Fax number.

■
Happy hours every evening (Drink as much as you like)

■
Main Prizes

■
Daily Skins Prizes

PLEASE MAKE DIRECT PAYMENT INTO OUR ABSA BANK ACCOUNT AS FOLLOWS:

DORADO SBC

ABSA CARLETONVILLE

BRANCH CODE:  632005
ACC. NO:  0100 0 650 281 

PLEASE ENTER YOUR BOAT NAME IN THE SPACE PROVIDED FOR REFERENCE.
Please fax or E-mail your deposit slip, entry- and indemnity forms CLEARLY MARKED WITH YOUR BOAT NAME to Leonie Burger E-mail: billfish@lantic.net or Fax: (018) 290-7769.  Retain a copy for yourself, as this will be your only proof of payment.







Please take note of the following:
1. Registration will be Sunday 11th November 2007 at 10h00 – 15h00 in the Marquee Tent. During registration the teams can join us in a braai to celebrate our 21st birthday where we will supply the fires, meat and trimmings.  Each crew to braai for themselves.  The bar will be open for refreshments.
2. Crew must consist of not less than 3 (three) persons and no more than 5 (five) persons on the boat  Thereafter R900-00(Nine Hundred Rand) per additional angler if boat permit
3. A registration fee of R200-00 (Two Hundred Rand) per non-angler will be charged at registration in order to enjoy happy hours every evening in the Marquee tent

4. All participants have to make their own arrangements for accommodation(camp sites KZN Bookings 033 845 1000), freezing facilities etc. for their own account

5. Participants staying outside Sodwana Camp site please make arrangements with LEONIE for permits to enter at the camp gate (Marquee Tent) -  to collect on day of registration
6. NO SPONSOR OTHER THAN AN OFFICIAL BILLFISH 15000 SPONSOR MAY BE PROMOTED IN ANY WAY (INCLUDING BOAT STICKERS, T-SHIRTS ETC.)

If you have any queries or need more information, please do not hesitate to contact Leonie Burger at (018) 290 7769 and Cell No: 082 820 3509.

Yours in angling

JOHAN BURGER

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR

DORADO BILLFISH 15000  – 2007   
Cell No: 082 821 2393









